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P A sleek Leschi hideaway sheds its '70s style

Drama and serenily, as seen from the second-
level catwalk perch. Over the concrete hearth
(fabricated by Dog Paw of Seattie),

a provocative painting by Romanian Artist
Georges Mazilu fitled “Lise et Ses Copains”™
(or “Lise and Her Friends”). All is protected by
exterior-mounted sunshades from EGE
Systems, which are connected to the home’s
custom computer system. When the sun

1s intense, the black mesh screens lower

automatically; when the wind whips, up they go.

PHOTOGRAPMHED

[n such an ordered
world, clutter — be it on
the body or in the home
— is thought to be best
left elsewhere. It's a way
of seeing the world and
the things in 1t that re-
quires a constant paring
away of the extraneous.
When done well, such
style shines. When it's
not, the result 1s preten-
tious.

Fortunately, three
vears spent thinking
about how to transform a
boxy, 1970s Leschi home
into a stripped-to-the-
bones work of art paid off
for one thirtysomething
couple. Sleek and hand-
some, today the 1,800
square feet of main living
space seems to reach out
and embrace the sky.
Inside, all 1s similarly
elemental: raw concrete,
raw steel, fine ash woods
and metal-clad doors.

Open, connected, prim-
1tive, sensuous, extreme.
A minimalist manor to
lust for.

“We didn’t want a big-
ger house, but the walls
were getting in the way,”
said the female half of
the couple, a compulsive
reader of design mag- >

BY VICTORIA METPDAG

BY BENJAMIN BEMNSCHNE

NI

OMEN UNDERSTAND the power of restramt: Boik
stain the lip, but refrain from doing both lest one er
imalist line. The same with jewels: a bold band of pr
al, a diamond only 1f it’s perfect and verv, very las
run to black, white, constructed, few.

L e Rt o —

In an act of evervday bravery, the clients ¢
to have the main bathroom completely ope
to the second-level bedroom. The bath alse
to the 10-foot span of sliding floor-to-ceiles
in the view corner of the bedroom. The sh
rectangular sinks are from Villerov & B
as 1s the free-standing tub (both ordered d
from a wholesaler in France). The maple
tables are by Neu Woodworking. (The bat
have a sliding door that disappears into th
although the owners say they seldom use u



